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ORIGINAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Der Kurs beschiftigt sich mit Possessivkonstruktionen in verschiedenen Sprachstufen und im
Dialekt im Vergleich zum heutigen Standarddeutschen, wobei neben den diachronen
Verdnderungen auch verschiedene syntaktische Ansdtze zum Thema erortert werden.
The course addresses possessive constructions in different stages of German as well as in
dialects comparing them to modern standard German. Besides diachronic changes we will
also discuss different syntactic approaches to the topic.

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Alexandra Rehn
Alexandra.Rehn@uni-konstanz.de
H136
Office hours: Thursdays 14:00 — 15:00

COURSE PREREQUISITES
Background in Morphology and/or Syntax equivalent to Ling 113 and/or Ling 114

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
* Collect a small data set via an online questionnaire
* (lass presentation of your study
* Term paper.



OUTLINE OF THE COURSE

GENERAL ASPECTS OF ADNOMINAL POSSESSION

* Possessive constructions in German

* The Syntax of possessive relations

* Parallels between sentence structure and adnominal possessive constructions
* Possessive constructions across Germanic
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DIACHRONIC AND SYNCHRONIC ASPECTS OF POSSESSION

Overview of diachronic changes
The decline of the genitive
Possessor doubling in German
Possessor doubling across Germanic
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PREPARATION OF EMPIRICAL STUDY — METHOD AND TOOL(S)

* How to plan a questionnaire
¢ The online tool SoSci
¢ How to structure and evaluate the results
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STUDY AND FURTHER TOPICS ON POSSESSION

* Setting up and conducting the study
* External Possession

¢ His-Genitive




